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-rHE ~klPf!~ 
THE CLAIMS OF TIME 

From one of our Australian 
readers comes an interes t ing 
suggestion . He is worried over 
the future of our hobby as the 
passing yea rs gradual ly but inex 
orably clai m our stalwarts and 
take them from our mids t . Even 
in the past twelvemonth we have 
lost a few of our most loyal and 
most value d enthus .iasts as they 
were snatc hed away by the man with 
the scythe . They live on in our 
memories of them. 

Our Australian reader wonders 
what will happen to our hobby, as 
we know it to-day, w:hen the rest 
of us follow that inevitable path 
to the other side. He has 

noticed the young people who produce amateur "comic papers," and he 
suggests that I invite some of them to contribute to Collectors' Digest, 
thereby initiating them into the joys of Hamiltonia, Blakiana, Brcoks 
iana, and the like, and forming a nucleus who wil l carry on when we are 
gone. 

Candidly, I think that my friend takes too sombre a view on the 
-------- ··-- ' ' ....... -·-····- - ··--- ·----· ------····--·--- --·-- -· ----- ------· ----·----- ·-



Page 3 

one hand and t oo opti mis tic a vie w on t he other. I have seen a f ew 
of t hese amat eur comi cs , devote d to such character s as Superman and 
Batman. Almost all produc ed overseas , these l itt le "fanzine s" as 
t hey cal l th em, show ini ti a ti ve and t alen t , but the basic i deas are 
real l y an ent ire an t i thesis of t he old papers ·which in t er est us . I 
do not f eel that Di gest r eaders woul d rea l ly vlelcome pi ctures of Super 
Men in our pages , nor do I bel ie ve tha t the f ol lowers of those f anz ines 
woul d be lik el y to sustain an in t er est i n Greyfriars or St. J im' s. 

In f act, i n my viei.'1 it i.,roul d be use l ess on our par t t o make such 
moves in the hope that we coul d per petu a t e our hobby as we know it. 
I nevi t ably , the i nt eres t in t he Hamil tonian papers and t heir cont empor 
arie s wil l f ade away one day , j ust as t he interest in Vi ctor ian pape r s 
is dyi ng. 

But t hose days are a l ong ·way dis t an t . The vas t majority of 
C.D. reade r s are men and women in t heir prime . Apar t from a nucl ea r 
war, vlhen nothing would bot her any of us any more , i t v1ill take a ver y 
lon g while for our l oya l band t o be seriou sl y weakened by the natu r al 
cour se of t he pass i ng of time. In spi te of the occ asional unha ppy 
l oss of an old or not - so- ol d s t al r.var t , t he rea der·shi p of thi s magazine 
is s trong er no1v th an it has ever been . I see no r eas on to suppose 
that it will be any different for many yea r s to come, but , i n any case , 
we are ploughing the sands if we try t o halt progre ss - or what passes 
for pro gres s . 

Let' s enjoy ourse l ves and be thankf ul for a f lo urishing , hea lt hy 
s t a t e of affairs , and not bot her undul y about ·what may happen in a 
very , ver y distant fu t ure. 

ANNIVERSARI ES: 
This month Collectors I Di gest reaches t i.'10 miles to nes. Josi e 

Packman has s t arted on her fourte enth yea r as commander- in - chief of 
our Blakian a Column. Runni ng a column of thi s type is no sinecure. 
Josie , doi.·m the year s , has shown a se l f l ess devotion , has overc ome 
many difficult i es , arid ach i eved much. Our thanks go i n a fl ood t o 
her. May we f i nd her a t the hel m of Blakiana f or many, many yea r s t o 
come. 

This month als o, our Le t ' s Be Cont ro ver s i al Column reaches its 
one- hundr edt h edition. 

THAT BISMARCK STORY: 
As announced last month , th e famous Sexton Blake class ic 11The 

Mystery Box" is t o be re - publ ished i n Ju l y under the t i tl e of 11The 
Case of t he Bismarc k Memoirs. " In announc in g th is pl easant ne,vs ·we 
made a sl i:R, qui ckly no t ed by our ex~erts Mr. and Mrs. Packman, in 
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s ta t ing t ha t a Unio n J ack tale, publ i shed ear li er, was wri t ten into 
the 1920 versio n of "The Mystery Box . 11 Actua l ly , the Union Ja ck 
ta le, "The Clay to n Moat Mys tery," th ough it was partia ll y ;rrit ten i n
to "The Mystery Box," did not appear unti l some time l a ter. Tha t, 
i n i ts elf, was something of a myste r y . 

We hoped last month to reproduce the cover of t he f ort hcoming 
11Cas e of the Bi smarck Memoir s ," but , as the pic ture was unsu itab l e, 
we could only show· you a part of th a t cover. It is , per haps, an 
uninsp ir ed cover, comprisi ng a posed phot ograph t o i l l us tr a te an 
epi sode in t he story. 

But i f th e cover is upinspi r ed , t he story itself i s quite the 
rev er se . Once again vre recommend it hi ghl y t o a ll our re ader s . 

DO YOU LIKE J I GSA\·l PUZZLES? 
A big j ig saw puzzle jus t is sued is a deli ght fu l view of tha t 

famous th oroughf are, The Shambles of York. York Dupli cating Serv i ces , 
tha t first -cl ass firm 1vhich has been i n ~harge of the wel f ar e of the 
pr oduction si de of thi s maga zine for so many years , can cl ear l y be 
see n. Our box came from Gamage ' s , and cost B/ 11 • You might be 
abl e to get hold of one . It makes a wor thy souvenir. 

THE EDITOR. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
A F ORGOT TEN MA G AZI NE 

by Gerry Al l ison 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST wil l soon have been running f or twenty year s , . . 
and there are not many old boys' paper s which have not been fea tu r ed 
in it s pages. I can however, ment io n two, bot h of ·whi ch I bought at 
inf r equent in t erv al s dur ing vlorl d War I o 

It must be fu ll y te n year s ago when I vrrot e to Bill Lofts and 
ask ed him i f he coul d te l l me anyt hing about ST. GEORGE'S MAGAZI NE. 
'l'he onl y clues I could gi ve him ·were - ( 1 ) that ·it had a dar k red 
cover , and (2 ) tha t a t one time the conten t s included a seri al ·which 
menti oned th e press gang , and some sets of ver ses with a f re quent 
refra in :-

"With Johnny Jones , and Charl i e Stones , and Alec Elg inbr od." 
My appeal di d not fall on deaf ear s , and Bi ll spent hour s in th e 

Br itis h Museum try ing to lo cate copi es of t he above pape r, but 
fin ally he had to admi t fa i lure . 111 wil l try again , when I have 
more time " he wrot e, but even this grea t inv es tiga t or has never fo und 
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any tr ace of St . Geor ge' s Magazi ne . Herb.ert Lecke nby himsel f had 
never heard of i t, and I began to think I ·was i magining th i ngs. And 
yet , I di stinc tl y r eca l led buyi ng it a t th e same shop w}1ere I got my 
copies of "Young Folk' s Tales , " "The Scout, 11 and ot her boyhood pape r s . 

ltlell , no1v I have obtai ned a bound volume of St . George's Maga
zin e , f rom January 1914 to February 1915 - 14 monthly number s , and a 
weir d paper it tur ns out t o be . Goodness knows vlhy I bought i t! 

The publishers .. rer e Horace iiarsh all & Son , 125 Fl eet Stree t, 
London - for the propri e tors - Nest l e & Anglo S1-1iss Condensed I"lilk 
Company! The ed ito r was Martin Merrythou ght - which sur ely ·was no t 
his re al name. The book is Volume IX - fro m March 1914 t o February 
1915, so it must have run at least for nine years . 

In size it measur es 511 x 811 
- somethi ng less t han the Nels on Lee 

Lib r ary , 1st Ne1,,1 Seri es , and each month l y issue cont ains 48 pages . 
On the fr ontis piec e is the sta t ement : "Our aim has not bee n , and is 
not , t o ins tr uct , but t o amuse. " I can only say tha t th eir aim v1as 
a poor one . 

The cont ents inc l ude series of ar ticles on auth ors such as 
Thomas Hughes, Lewi s Carr ol l and G.F. Watts! Also on The Boy Scout s , 
The British Empire (wha t was th at, agai n?) , Natural Hi s t ory , e tc. 
But to give my memory a pat on t he back , there is a se rial by Herbert 
Strang , "In Trafalgar ! s Bay, 11 vri th the press-gang epis ode I remember 
ed , and a month ly poem about Wee Will ie \lli nkie whose f rie nds were -
yes , that ' s ri ght - Jo hnnie Jones , Charlie St ones, and Alec El gin bro d. 
The au thor was A. B. Cooper . 

As to the other forgot t en paper I 
No. 1 came out on November 30th , 1916. 
t he publi sher s were C. Arthur Pear son , 

menti oned , well here is a 
It was a penny monthly , 

Ltd . 

cl ue : 
and 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
OFFERS I NVI TED for NELSON LEES OLD SERIES 122, 124 , 126, 130 ,.. . 
132, 134 ·--138, 140 - 157. i1oul d separa t e. 

20, CAI1BRAY ROAD, BLACKPOOL N. S , 1 L.ANCS. 
------ ---------- -- ---- ---- - -------
WANTED - Copies of THE RAINBOW or TI GER TIM'S WEEKLY, any period ; 
al so, ALDINE, ROBI N HOOD LIBRARY, 
HOBSON, ST. MARY1 S SCHOOL, CHART LANE, REIGATE, SURREY:. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
WANTED: 
1939. 

Magnets 1660 to 1682; 1277; 1283. Many be t ween 1935 and 
Populars 1922 . C.D. Annual 1948. 

38 , ST. THOMAS' RD. , PRESTON. ------ -===:::::::::=========~======-=------ ·--·· 
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DANNY'S 
June 1916 : 

• 

DIARY 
' • 

Thi s has been a tr agi c month. On June 5th . H.M.S. Hampshi re 
struck a mine and sank . Lord Kitc hener, ,vho was on boar d, was 
dr owned . We fi rs t hea rd the dre adful ne,vs on a Satur day , and it 
made us very gloomy. On Sunday mo1;Ili ng , whi l e we ,ver e at breakf as t , 
we heard a pa ssing nev1sboy shout ing out what sounded l ike "Lord 
Kitchen er saved ," and Doug ru shed out t o buy a paper. But we had 
heard wro ng. Lord Kitc hener ·was not save d 1 thou gh al l tbrou gh t he 
month t her e have been rumour s tha t he may have been pi cked up by some 
boa t. 

And t he Gem has lo s t its bl ue cover . The edit or says that , in 
the good days afte r t he ·war, i t may come back again - but I f eel ver y 
sad . But the Gem s to r i es have been ver y good indee d th is mont h . 

"The Man from the Fro nt " v,as a Mr. Selwyn who rep l aced Mr. 
Railton t emporarily as housemast er. Langton and Cut ts played big 
parts in thi s very f ul l story, Tom Merry played cricket f or t he fi r st 
eleven , and i n the end Mr. Selvzyn turned out to be Frank Hol mes , the 
scapeg r ace nephev, of t he Head. 

"Ski mpol e the Spor t sman" ·was amusing. Skimpole started backing 
horses 1vi th t he obj ec t of giving r1is ,vinni ngs t o th e poor. But the 
poor didn't benefi t , and Skirnpole got into a l oad of trouble. 

Then came t \-10 stor i es ·which must be among the very finest v,hich 
Martin Clif ford has ever 1·rritt en. In "Under Gussy' s Protecti on ," 
whic h v,as the las t blue - cover Gem, a nev-1 boy named Valentine Out r am 
came t o St. Jim' s . He see med t o be a bi t of a coward, and Gussy se t 
out t o protect him, but Levison cla i med to r ec ognize him as Geor ge 
Purkiss , who had been in Hills t a l l Refo rmato ry f or brutall y fi ght ing 
a gr ov-m man. Nobody be l ie ved Levis on . 

The next s to ry was "A St ra nge Secr e t," a beautifu l ya r n , in 
\vhich Outram betrayed hi msel f by two ga ll ant deeds , and fin al l y had 
to l eave St . J i m' s . 

Rookwood has been going st rong i n th e Boys ' Fr i end. The f i ~st 
t al e "The Revol t Agai nst the Head" car ri ed on vJ"i t h Mr. Scro op as t he 
new Headmaste r. Mr. Scroop bagged t he j uni ors' matc h with Rylco mbe 
Gr ammar School and or der ed Morning ton t o fo rm an el even to pl ay it. 
Ho1'lever' , Jimmy Sil ver & Co s t epped i n, fo i le d Morning to n, and played 
th e mat ch t hemselv es . 

Next week, i n "The Rookwood Barring -I n ," Jimmy and hi s pal s had 

) 
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t o pay the piper f or disob eying Mr. Scroop . However , they revolted , 
and l ocked him up in ·the School Hall . In th e end , the ol d Head , Dr. 
Chisholm , came back , Scro op was boote d out, and Morni ngto n l ef t Rook
wood f or the time being . This Scroop ser ie s -was qui te an exci ti ng 
litt l e af f air and I enjoye d it . 

Next week, in "The Shadowed School boys ," Flynn rece i ved a £5 not e 
from his uncle in Cork. The not e disappea r ed . J immy Si l ver & Co 
sus pected Leggett of s t eali ng it, because he 1·1as a Modern. Tommy 
Dodd & Co suspec t ed Smythe because he 1vas a Classical . In the end , 
Fl ynn had onl y mis l aid the note . Quite funny. 

Las t ly , in "A Tough Handfu l , " a bull yi ng new boy named Higgs 
ar r i ved a t Rookwood. He ·was a sh ocker , and even defeated J immy 
Si l ver . I th i nk high old times are in st ore at Rook1·rood . 

Not a bad month i n t he Magne t , th ough one of t he s to ries was the 
most i diotic I have ever r ead . The f irst s t ory "Frank Nugent's Foll y" 
was quit e good. Snoop owed money , and Frank Nugen t , ·who has a soft 
heart , l ent him t he cr ic ket f unds . Then Snoop refu se d to pay 1·1hat he 
oiied . I t was the Bounder , who aid good anormimousl y, and sol ved 
Nugent's diffi culti es. 

"Fighting to the Finis h" ·was a good cr ic ket ta l e . The Fi r s t 
Ele ven was to play an army e l even , capt ai ned by ~li nga te ' s cous i n . 
Loder bet £50 agai ns t his sch ool, and th en plotted so tha t s ome of the 
sch ool el even could no t ge t t o the game . Wharton , Cherry, Fi eld , and 
Inky pla yed f or the Fi r st , ·won the game, and Loder l ost hi s bet . 

The idio t i c ta l e was "Call ed to the Col ours ." Vlingate bul li ed 
Mr. Prou t , who ·wal ked in front of the sight scre en ·whil e a p:racti ce 
match was on. So Mr. Prout per suade d the Head t o cance l al l games 
and f orm i ns t ead t he Gr eyfri ars Cadet Cor ps , w~th Mr. Pr ou t as colo ne l 
in - chie f . A re al comi c cuts af f a i r . 

"Run t o Ear t h" 111as f air ly exci t i ng , t hough a bi t hackne ed . The 
Greyfriars scouts caugh t a German spy , Max Pfa lz , who 1.vas s ig nal li ng 
to zepps . He had a hiding pl ace in an ol d priory 111hich was surrounde d 
by a moat. He had a sec r et ent r ance under t he wate r of the moat . 

Ther e is a new s t ar a t the cinemas , and her name is Theda Bar a. 
She pla ys wicked part s , and to l ook at she is rathe r l i ke Ju di th Hat e 
·who was in a serial in a paper called Fun & Fic tio n whi ch I bough t 
from the s t all in the marke t. We have seen two Theda Bar a pictu r es: 
"The Gall ey Slave 0 and "Secrets of Society. " I r a th er l ike her . We 
a ls o saw two Will i am Farnum pic tur es : "The Plu nderer" and "The Gil ded 
Fool . 11 William Farnum is i n pictu re s of the wil d ·west . 

A ne1v seria l has s t arted a t our Gem cine ma. I t is ca ll ed "The 
Red Circl e" and sta r s Ruth -Rol and and Frank Mayo. There is als o 

con c i d on page 1 4 •• • 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by .JOSEPHINE PACKM.AN, 

27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich , London, S.E . 22, 

It does no.t seem possible that I have just completed my thirteenth 
year as Conductress of Blakiana . When I took over from my predecessor 
in June 1953 I had no idea I should still be doing this little 'labour 
of love' thirteen years l ater ; indeed, I do not think I even envisaged 
Col lectors' Digest sti l l being published in the year 1966! (We should 
ALL re member how much we have to thank our Editor afld Producer, Eric 
Fayne , for having made this possib le). 

I t was only upon looking back through the Digests comprising this 
period that I realised just how much had been written about Sexton 
Blake during that time •. •• t aking an average of five pages per issue 
would be 780 pages ! Really remarkabl e , don't you think? 

And now perhaps I may say a word or t,vo about the good friends 
who have supported me, especially t hose who helped fill the ear l y 
pages .• •• 

The very first article I received~ and which ·was published in 
June 1953, came from Ronald Rouse. (I have never heard from you once 
since then, Ronald, but I sha l l always be gra tef ul to you for that 
f i ne sta rt !) The follow in g month brought two articles , one from 
Derek Smith and the other from Charlie Wright. At that time the 
"Round Table'' was sti l l conducted by my predecessor , Maurice Bond, 
Maurice promised me his fu l l support , but after Ju ly of that year the 
''Round Table" ceased , and I have never heard f rom hi m again from that 
day to this ! 

In August we had the first of Wal ter Webb's articles (under my 
conducti ng of Blakiana ) . Walter has been one of my most faithful 
suppor ters throughout the whole of this long time . I will confess 
that many times during those t hir teen years I have been on the point 
of retiring from the scene, and would have done so had it not been for 
Walter sending me some material when I needed it most . Thank you , 
Walter! 

In April 1954 anot her good friend, W. T. Thurbon, appeared on the 
scene, and here again I have had his support all through the years. 
It was in June of this year that the first article from the pen of Bil l 
Lofts appeared. Bill is another of my truly real f riends. The 
"scoops" he has produced time and t ime again for Blakiana are quite 
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r emar kabl e! Like Wal ter Webb, he has always come to my rescue when 
he has known me to be ' up agai nst i t ' fo r materi al . I hav e never 
had th e pl easure of meeting Walter , but maybe I sha ll one day . Bill , 
of course, I see each month at the meeti ng of t he O.B.B.C. (He was 
el ected Chairman for this year , and I would l ike to say how admirably 
he is carrying out bis duti es.) 

Herbert Leckenby vras another who, in spite of all the midnight 
oil he burned i n keeping the Diges t going (s i ngle - handed !), often 
used to send me a litt l e "somet hing " for Bl akiana . Bl ess you , dea r 
Herbert! 

In March 1955 t he first art i cle from my Austr a li an chum Victor 
Col by appeared . Ther e have been ti mes in the year s that fo l l oi:.;ed 
when I have sen t out an S.O.S. for materi al for Bl aki ana , and on 
seve r al occasions I have received article s from Vic to r - by regis t ere d 
Air Mail cost in g him qu it e a packet - wit hin a fe'l'r days . If that 
i sn' t real suppor t I should l i ke to kno'l'T 1,;hat i s! 

Other s who have ki ndly contr ibuted to Bl akiana through th ese 
years , and to 1·1hom I expre ss my gr a ti tu de are : Derek Ford , Gerry 
Al lison , Eri c Fayne , Graham Davies , Derek Smith , J . W. Cook , Derek 
Adley , W. H. Goodhead , E. V. Copeman , Fr ank Lay , H. We Tvl"';man, Margare t 
Cooke , Bett e Pat e , Kei th Chapman, Ben i'fuiter, S. Gordon Svran , L. S . 
El lio t t , Reuben Godsave, Brian Doyl e , Jul i us Lennard , Syd Perry , 
St anl ey Smi t h , C. Lowder , Ernie Carte r , 0. W. Wadham, John East and 
Geof frey Wil de. JOSIE PACKMAN 

* * * * * * * 
BLAKE'S OTEER SIDE By WALTER WEBB 

The stronger side of Blake 's charact er is well kno1-m, Hi s 
auth ors have l ong emphasised those qualiti es which have made him th e 
m.an of ir on he is t oday . To such an exte nt , per haps , t hat it is not 
apparent tha t he possesses any weaknesses at all. I t may be, of 
course , that hi s chron ic l ers a l thou gh well aware of t hem, have been 
reluct ant to expose t hem for fear of destro yi ng his i mage, t hus bri ng
ing upon some poor editor' s receding lo cks th e wrath of his readers . 

But , bes ides havi ng fough t some pretty stif f battles i,,;i t h the 
denize ns of the underworld , Blake has al so fought seve r al with him
sel f . That green -eye d mons t er which all of us have a t some t ime i n 
our lives had to put up some sort of res i stan ce aga in st, has sometimes 
pr oved too much even for him. Was Blake capable of je alousy of 
anot her? Loyalty wages a batt le wit h honest y her e , for , ho1.;ever 
st ro ng th~ urge may be t o answer i n t he nega ti ve , ,,e must admit to 
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the affi rmat ive . One does not need to pr obe deep to diagn ose the 
re as on . Cherchez la femme. I s she ever far avray when the green eye 
glares der isive l y from t he shadows? 

When a man ·who is not normal ly at t racted to women f al ls for a 
part icul ar one he is apt to f al l very hard. Cert ainly , Bla ke fe ll 
heav i ly when he met Yvonne Carti er, and it upse t his equili brium to 
t he exten t tha t hi s usua l sang-f r oid s ometimes deserted him. Not 
many of our auth or s dared por tr.ay Blake in an unfavourab l e l ight ; but 
G. H. Teed, in one of the finest and most sensitive l y drawn char acter 
st udies he ever dr ew of the Baker Str eet detec t i ve , did so i n a story 
ent i tl ed "Sexton Blake's Blunder ," whic h appea r ed i n the U.J. in 1922. 

Blake has arr anged to t ake Yvonne to dinner. .ltt the last minute 
the gi r l r i ngs up to tel l him that she canno t keep t he engagement 
because of a promise made to a writ er named Paul Brabazon some time 
before . Brabazon had asked for prior ity of her company on his return 
to England fr om abroad , and Yvonne had given her v1ord to sha r e his 
first dinner engagement in London . In a cold r age, Blake s·wings from 
the te l ephone. His pr ide has been hurt as seldom bef ore . The 
sa tisfaction of hurt i ng someone el se ' s feelings is as an unquenchable 
thirst , and poor Tink er is t here to receive all the venom of which 
Blake' s nature i s- ca pabl e . What he says le aves th e lad deepl y hurt 
and humilia ted. When Yvonne meets Blake later on she receives a 
wordl ess , col d grey stare , v1hi ch leaves her ,'i'i th similar feelings of 
dismay and morti fication. 

Of course, Blake vroul d have l aughed to scorn t he sugges tio n tha t 
he was jeal ous . But that i s what he \'i'as, and the price he paid \'i'as a 
heavy one 1 for the departu r e of his cool reas oni ng led him into one of 
t he biggest blun ders he ever made in his career. He fell vic t im to 
one of the crudest examples of seductio n ever perpe tr a t ed , t he ins tiga 
t or being an ex- convict of such 101,1 intellectual status tha t a novi ce 
woul d not have fa l l en for the tr ic k. Blake did , and found himse l f a 
prisone r of Dr . Huxton Rymer, shanghaied aboard a Greek tramp . Yet , 
never did a sea voyage do man more good than did that impromptu t ri p 
t o Bl ake , f or he became completely cured , and with t he restora ti on of 
his cool r eas oning , the t ables were turned on Rymer and his forme r 
friend ly r el a t ions vnth Ti nker and Yvonne restored . 

I t is the human angle i n s t ories l ike this one which br in gs home 
so fo r cibl y to th e Bl ake fan j us t what he i s missing in the chronic l es 
of t oday. 

* * * * * 
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BLOOD AND THUNDER 

(Repr i nte d from John 0' London's Weekly, 16 August 1919) 

ARE PENNY DREADFULS' MISCHIEVOUS? 

"I beli eve my s on ' s unlawf ul escapade s are a sp ont ane ous psych o
l ogi cal phenomenon cause d by read ing cheap spuriou s lit era ture such as 
DEAD'f;,TOOD DICK, SEXTON BLAKE, and penny dreadf uls ." Thus plea ded a 
fath er in the court s rece nt l y f or his err ant child , and hovl many 
fath er s are t here who woul d not endorse his s t ateme nt ? The harm 
eff ec te d by t he penny "blood " i s supposed to be on a par wit h t ha t 
caused by the "movi es , " whi ch fea t ur e ki ndr ed subject s , 

Onl y paper covers are "tr ash y " 

On enquir ing of a f ond paren t the t ype of l i t er a ture he would 
ban as mi schiev ous , i t wi l l be f ound that in the majo r it y of cases 
only paper covers ar e "t r ashy ;" books i n boards pass 1i11ithout comment, 
·which is i ndeed but a so r ry compliment to many of our pr esent - day 
authors. The aim of the 1i1Trite r of the school s tor y, the de t ec ti ve 
yarn , and t he exci t i ng adventure i s i den t ical , wheth er he is publishe d 
i n a six - shi llin g ed i ti on de luxe , or in a pape r cover ; he a tt empts 
to evol ve a pl ot which wil l grip fro m the firs t sentence of th e f irs t 
page to th e last sentence on the fin al page , to stimu l a t e t he imag i na
t ion by exci ti ng epis odes vi vi dly depicted in t el l ing langu age so tha t 
the reader is lost t o his sur round ings , and act s a ltern a te ly the part 
of t l1e villa in or hero , his mind r esp ondi ng t o the hopes and fears 
they under go. To sa y tha t SEXTON BLAKE produ ced a grea t er effect on 
th e yout hful r eader than "Sherlock Holmes" is to sa y th at t he cr eat or 
of "Sext on Blake " is a bet ter artis t than Conan Doyl e . 

"Blood " books prece de the cl as s ic s 
The evolution of th e re ader ' s mind fol l ows that of the artis t' s , 

and facult i es whic h l a t er .r espond to t he fi ne feel i ngs , which appreci
ate the subl i me in Milt on or Shakespear e , Shell ey or Keat s , a t first 
demand the incid ents of the "Sexto n Blake " and "Sher l ock Holmes" t ype 
of li t er a tureo To deny t he inte l lec t the ment a l foo d part ic ul ar t o 
one s t age ret a rds , if not postp ones indefi ni tel y , f utur e progr ess. 
The mind follows a def inite and f or e- kno,m course of devel opment - of 
whi ch one stage is th a t of bl ood- and- thu nder l it er a ture. As surel y 
as penny dread fu ls fo llolilr books for the ba ir ns , so su r el y ,dll t hey 
pre cede t he en t rance to Engli sh lit erature . Wher e SEXTON BLAKE and 
BUFFALO BILL play the i r part s under dif fe re nt names 9 the way is no t 
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l ong to Hent y , Dumas , Ainsworth , Stev ens on, Scott , Poe , Kipl in g, 
Di ckens , e tc. Who dar es to say t ha t there i s t o be found more blood 
and t hunder , cri me and murder, than in Kipl i ng , Scott, or Dickens? 
Or more horro r t han in Poe? To attempt , f or no mor e th an an attem pt 
will it ever pro ve , to prohi bit t he rea din g of "blood s" by the childr en 
merely adds zest to t he print. 

* * * * * 
THE TIME BETWEEN By S. Gordon S·wan 

Sexto n Bl ake's adventures as re cor ded i n the 1d Unio n J ack 
ceas ed on 6 December 1902 wi t h th e st ory "The Convict Hunt ," by Paul 
Her r i ng . His exploits vTere not r esumed i n that paper un til 1 October 
1904, and by th a t t ime t he Union J ack had been enla r ged and the pric e 
inc re ased to one penny. The s tory tha t marked his re tur n was 
"Sexto n Blake ' s Tr i umph," by Arnold Davis , in No. 51 of the new 
ser i es . 

But the t i me between was not a Blake l ess per i od, as might be 
supposed . In tJ o. 420 of th e 1-d Marv el - a Chris tmas Doubl e Number 
dat ed 30 November 1901 - appeared t he openi ng i nsta lment of a se r ia l 
"The Rea.l Advent ure s of Sext on Blake ," and 1vhen tha t concluded , a 
s econd se ri al · 1"rhe King of Detect i ves " took it s pl ace. The concl ud
ing ins ta l ment of t hi s yarn can be foun d in No. 501, so t ha t Sexton 
Blake was fea tured in this paper conti nuous l y f rom 30 November 1901 
to 13 June 1903 . 

No author' s name ·was appended t o t he s t ori es , bu t from the f act 
t ha t Blake had an assis tant named ival l ace Lorr imer, and th a t t his 
char ac t er vras a l so f ea tured in 1d U.J . No. 396 , "Sex t on Blak e' s Los t 
Clue ," 1vri t ten by Per ci val Cooke , i t i s a reaso nable ass umpt i on tha t 
t he wr i t er 1,1as the same . 

Another odd point i s th at , besides ·wallac e Lorrimer , one of t he 
se ri als bri ngs i n Jef fe r son Hart , an Americ an det ec t ive . But t his 
chara cte r i s shown i n t he l ist of 1d U.J . st or ies (gi ven in 
Collecto rs ' Digest No. 175) as appea r i ng in No. 400 "£10 ,000 Reward , " 
by C. Steve ns ! 

1•lh.y Blake ·was dropped f r om t he Union Jack and re sto re d to t he 
Marv e l, t he per i odica l i n vrhi ch he made hi s debut , i s something of a 
myst ery . I am not av1are t hat he ever f ea tur ed agai n in the Mar ve l 
aft er the t ermi na t i on of t he t wo se ri al s. 

* * * * * 



The "Fi f th " Ser ies of th e S.B.L. 

A number of people have wr i tt en to me asking why the curr ent 
Sex t on Bl ake Libra ry is cal l ed the Fi fth se ries . 

To be techn ically cor r ect, the S.B. Library now published by 
Mayflower -Dell , and edited by W. Ho,,ard Baker , i s t he FOURTH ser ie s . 
The re as on Mr. Baker ca l l s i t the fif t h is th a t he fe e ls t hat fr om 
t he da te he "took o·ver" t he Third series durin g its ru n, i t shoul d 
t hus be cons idered as a "new" series . In effec t, Mr. Baker may 
perhaps be cor rect, but seeing tha t the series di d not sta r t aga in 
at No. 1 . ,1hen he took over but went right on t o the end ,1ith No . 526 
( "The Last Ti ger ") he is not, strictly speaking , rig ht i n ca ll ing the 
current series t he "Fi f th." 

J osi e Packman 

* * * * * 
PLEASE BE KIND TO POOR PAULA 

So, in ef fect , spake Mr. Walter Webb in t he I'1ay editi on of 
Blakiana . He i s puzzled th a t a nice gir l li ke Mi ss Dane has never 
rea l ly been rec eived with warm heart and open arms by the older 
Sexton Bl ake f an. 

Was there any reas on \vhy Blake shoul d not have a glamorous 
female assis t an t? After al l, Martin St eel had tiielve of t hem long 
ago, and presumably they met with genera l appro val . Certainly , the 
cre a tor of th e f air Pau l a is unl i kely to have been ac quainted with 
Martin Steel , but he may have been impr essed by the popula r ity a fe,, 1 
yea r s ago of t he American 11priva t e eye " who ·was considered il l 
equi pped unless he had a glamour gi rl in t ow. 

Possib l y those r eaders who did not f a ll for poor Paula I s cl1arms 
did not l ike to see t he Engl ish detective t r ansform .ed into a shadow 
of an American '1pri vate eye •11 

Mr. Webb is on f i rm gr ound when he poi nt s out t he soundness of 
Pau .. la ' s char ac t er , her l oya l ty to B1ake , and her desire t o do hex· 
dut y for him. Per haps her onl y fault is t hat she arr i ved on the 
scene about fifty years too la t e . Readers had beco me too much 
accus tomed to t he old s et -up. 

But ,rha t ever may be said in fav our of Paul a , Mr. Webb seems to be 
a bit off t arge t when he compares her with Yvonne , who fe at ur ed in the 
Uni on J ack a very, very long time ago. Probably most of those who 
,rere heav i ly biased in f avour of the old set -u p ,,.,er e quite unacquainted 
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w·it h Yvonne . I t ,,1ould seem she ·was featured i n only a fe1t1 Sext on 
Bl ake Li brary s tories . ** No doubt sh e was a f avouri te charac ter i n 
the Unton J ack for a number of ye ars 1 but apparently she only 
feature d a t in te rv al s . I have no doubt t ha t t he nove l ettish styl e 
of th ose ve ry ol d stories 1-1oul d be no more wel come th an Pat1la t o 
t hose r ea ders who to day pr efe r t he ol d se t- up . 

I t is point l ess t o t e ll ol der r eade rs tha t th ey are unre as onab l e 
to reje ct Paul a w·hil e they accepte d Yvonne and Roxane. For, in f ac t, 
mos t of t hem have pr obably never re ad a s tory of Yvonne or Roxane , 
and th os e two character s woul d be no more v1elcome than Paula wit h t he 
major i ty. 

We acce pt Mr. vlebb I s view t hat th e vll'i ters of t hose ve ry old 
mel odr amas hi nte d at t he ve ry same th ings ·which the modern vlri ters 
descr i be v,i thout f a l se modes ty. The poi nt sti ],.l ari s es whether 
tha t s ort of thin g , e it her hinted or ful l y described , is rea l l y pa r
ticu l arly des irab l e in a st ory of Sexton Bl ake. 

** S .B .L. 1s t Ser ies Nos. 1.; 37 ; 208 ; 307 ; 325 . 
S.B .L . 2nd Seri es Nos . 35 ; 463 (rep r i n t of 1s t Series No. 307 ) . 

(Yvonne was pr ominen tly fe a ture d in th e Unio n Jack be t 1,reen the years 
1913 and 1926 , bu t with a gap of ab out f i ve years , dur ing which t ime 
t he author , G. H. Teed , served wi t h the Forces and then tr av el~ed 
round t he ·worl d be for e s ettli ng down t o writ i ng again. - J. P .) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . 
DANNY I S DIARY ( cont 1 d f rom page 7 •• ) 

anot her se ri a l ~ a t t he end of th e week , called "Peg of t h e Ri ng " 
featuring Fr anc i s Ford and Gr ace Cunard . 

Doug ha d the Union Jac k once this month an d t he st or y was ca l led 
"Besieged in Kut ." I t ·was a bit t heat ri ca l bu t exc i ting in parts . 
It s t art ed in London and t hen moved to Mesopot amia , where t he beauti 
fu l Lady ·walder got thr ough the Turks' lines and dr opped with a 
parach u t e. 

To1·1ar ds the end of t he month t he tri a l of Sir Roger Casement 
took pl ace. He has bee n foun d guil ty , but Dad sa ys i t is a pity as 
it ,·ri l l upset th e Irish people. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
.WANTED: Copy of "Rally i ng Round Gussy " by Marti n Cli f ford ; als o 
Hol id ay Annual 1930. 

256, TOWNSEND AVENUE, LIVERPOOL 11. 

'--- - ----- -- - -- ---------- ---- ---- -- -· 
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MORE WRYKYN from W. J. A. Hubbard 

With re gar d to Mr. Norman Wright of Pinner 's remarks on the 
"Wrykyn" stor ie s he has f ound i n t he "Royal" Magaz i ne fo r June and 
August, 1904, I was aware, when I wrot e my ar tic le "Main ly Wrykyn" in 
th e 1962 C.D. Annual that Mr . Wodehouse had writt en s t ories of schoo l 
life f or t he "Royal " Magazine. I may add th at h e i·rrote schoo l yarns 
fo r both "Pears ons " and th e "Gra nd" Magazine as wel l . 

I did not know, however , t hat the "Royal " Magazine stor i es 
featured "Wrykyn" and I doubt w·het her any other Wodehouse admi rer 
kne,'IT ei ther . vlith re gard to the cont ent i on th at ti tles may have been 
changed I do not think this has happened i n t his case as th e two 
\vrykyn s tories i n th e "Royal" are obvi ously cont emporary wi th t hos e 
i n "The Capt ain. 11 My sol ut ion t o th e mystery i s t ha t t he tviO "Royal" 
s to r i es are par t of "Tales of Wrykyn " or i gin all y vrri t ten for Volume 
XII I of "The Qapt ain. 11 It wil l be noti ced th at in my art ic l e 
"Mai nly vlrykyn" I menti on th at one of t hese s torie s "A Divisi on of 
Spoi l" was prin t ed out of seque nce in Volume XV. I stro ngly suspe ct 
the t wo "Royal " s tor ies 1'1Tere a lso fo r public a tio n v.ri t h t he oth er 
"Tal es " in "The Capt ai n" but f or some rea son or oth er appea r ed i n the 
"Royal" Magazine i ns te ad. Per haps the "Royal" was short of mate r ia l. 

Judgi ng by th e t it l e of one of t he "Royal" yarn s i t ·would app ear 
t o be an epi sode in th e school care er of Mike Jacks on . I have 
a lv1ays been puzzled by cert ain di screpanc i es surr ounding thi s f ine 
Wr ykyn char acte r and th e "Royal" sto ry might pr ovid e a so lut ion. I 
wonder i f bot h "Pearso ns " and t he "Grand" Magaz i ne a l so cont ain 
"vlrykyn " yar r1s. Mr. Wright has cer tain l y uncovere d some int er es t i ng 
material fo r discuss ion . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
vlANTED: · Good . l oose copies or vol umes conta i ni ng any one or more of 
the fol l owing : MAGNETS: 32 ; 39; 40 ; 41; 42; 44 ; 45 ; 131 to 149 
incl usive , 205; 238 ; 239; 309 ; 328; 337; 351 to 359 i nc l usi ve; . 435 ; 
752; 753; 762; 763 ; 773 ; 850 ; 858; 862; 863 ; 864; 865 ; 868; 921; 940 ; 
942 ; 951 ; 985 ; 988. GE!l1S: 493; some i ssu es be tvreen' 801 and 832 ; 
953 ; 954; 956; 975 ; 980 ; 984; 985; 989; 990 ; 992 ; 993 ; 998 . 
POPULARS: 452; 455 ; 466; 472 . . 

ERI C FAYNE
1 

EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., SURBITON, SURREY. 
----- - --- ---- -- --- -- -- - -------- --- -

Want ed GEMS befo r e 1310 . 

Write : LOFTS, 56 , SHERINGRAM HOUSE, LISSON STREET, LONDON, N.W. 1 
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HAMILTON I ANA 
LET'S tOOTH BE EDJJIO 

A HUNDRED NOT OUT By Roger M. J enkin s 

The Hamilto nian s ect i on of the C.D. has long been not ed fo r i ts 
abi l ity to conduct fri endly argument s . No one has .ever t r i ed to lay 
down the party l i ne or s ti fl e dis cuss ion . As a re su lt t he r e has been 
a wel come di verg ence of opi nion s , and re aders have been st i mul a ted to 
think for themse l ves on a vari e ty of topic s . This , of cour se , has 
l ar gely ar isen si nce the incep tio n of "Let' s Be Contr over sia l, " begun 
by Eri c Fayne i n No. 124 of the C.D., da t ed April 1957. Ol d r eader s 
will r eca ll tha t t his ser i es re pl aced anot her popular se rie s call ed 
Pot t ed Bio graph ie s . 

The Cont r over sia l se r ies began in a very modest ·way with f i ve 
short par agra phs on the Toff , which brou ght a fe,,; modest r epl ie s . 
Remar ks about Cl i ff House aro used mor e i nt er es t , whils t the fourth 
Cont rov er si a l · (on the subs t itu te auth or s ) sparked of f quite a dis cuss i on, 
whi ch l ed Eri c to begi n a summi ng- up aft er th e Echoes . Two mont hs 
l ater hi s summin g- up was near l y as l engthy as th e Echoes th emse lv es . 

I t see ms th a t Eri c soon f ound out t hat t opi cs which ar e in te rest 
i ng in th emselv es do not necessa ri l y aro use contro versy. A Contr o
versial about Chri s tmas number s in t he Gem ,,;as somethin g of a damp 
squib , but the tenth Cont rov er sial (t aki ng up Har ry Broste r' s sugges
ti on that some Hamilto nia ns te nded to id ol ise Charles Hami l t on) brought 
two pages of deep l y-f elt answer s , incl udin g one fr om an anonymous 
f ain t- hear t ,,;ho wrot e, "I w·ish you had not brou ght up th i s subj ect ." 
I t was clear a t thi s point th a t th e series vlas an estab li shed success , 
and we were soon treated t o a var iety of stim ula t ing di scuss io ns , l i ke 
t he one on the Hamiltoni an mast er s . Anot her not abl e Controv er si al was 
t he one i n whic h Eric ana ly sed t he change in th e s tru ctu r e of the 
Magnet ser ie s ove r the year s, whic h was the fi r s t one to bri ng an Echo 
fro m Char l es Hami l to n himself, tho ugh i t v1as not a very convin cin g 
reply t o the points Eri c made. 

As t ime pass ed, a change occurr ed in the Contr overs i a l se ri es. 
The more obvi ous to pics soon became exhausted , and though a f ew to pi cs 
1·1er e r epeated wit h diffe rent sl ant s - fo r exampl e, Guss y, th e Toff , 
and th e substitut e writers - the r e was real l y very little re peti t i on . 
As a result , t he di scussi ons began to t ouch on many topics in one 
Controve rsial. So inst ead of a single r ocket blaz i ng throu gh th e 
night sky~ we had a Cat her ine t1heel sendi ng sparks in all direct i ons. 

(cont ' d on page 20) ••• 
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CONTROV·ERSIAL 
No. 100 : THE LAST OF THE BLUES 

In this mont h ' s extra ct fro m his fading , titne - ,vorn Diary , Danny 
re minds us tha t i t i s exac t ly fifty yea r s since the Gem l ost it s 
famous and fami l i ar bl ue cover . "In the good days af t er the vJar , it 
mi ght r eturn agai n ," mused t he edi t or of t hat day - but i t neve r di d . 

Though nobody can have realised it t ill lo ng , l ong afte rwards , an 
era ended with the passing of th e bl ue covers . 

For years the Gem rea der had been spoiled ; f or yea r s the Gem had 
been the appl e of Char les Hamilto n's eye . For most weeks i n eve r y 
yea r, t he cre am of the aut hor's ·work had been skimmed off i nto the 
Gem; ra r el y, i n th e Gem, had the r e been any departure fr om t he popul ar 
f ormula of the one very l ong sch ool story plus t he inst a l ment of a 
serial. The l ong , compl ete s chool s t ory had been the glit ter in g main 
fe at ure ; such suppor ti ng pr ogramme as there had been 1<ras merely a 
t oken - not hing more . And Gem rea ders , spoi l ed dar l in gs t ha t they 
wer e , had liked i t th at way , and t hought i t woul d go on for ever . 

True , for a year bef or e th e bl ue cover di ed, th ere had been 
s tro ng s i gns of ed i t or ia l pr ef er ence swingin g to wards Gr eyf ri a r s and 
the Magnet. But no such sign came fr om the author himse l f. Clea r ly , 
he still pinn ed his faith to t he Gem; t he cr eam of hi s work was still 
appea ri ng bet ween t he blue covers ; f rom mid-1 914 the r e had been a 
sl o,,_r deter i oration in the qual i ty of t he Magnet , but t he Gem, t he 
Pri nce Charming of the boys' papers of t he day , had marched se renely 
and pr oudl y on its way, wit h no premoniti on of the fall which was 
coming . 

And when the fal l came, the Gem f el l heavie r, because it had 
ris en so high and had fur th er t o fa ll . I comment ed las t month t hat 
Pent elow ' s sto ri es dr opped in to the Gem wi th a au ll t hud - and so t hey 
di d . I comment ed tha t the Gem \·ras never t o be quite the same again -
and nor was it. , 

I t 1,;ould be unf air, with out knowing the f ul l f ac t s of the case , 
to blame Pent el ow f or what happened . I n 1917 and 1918 , Charles 
Hami l to n see ms to have been i n the offing , but for some r eas on which 
is by no means clear , a regu l ar suppl y of hi s s to ries was not ava i l
abl e f or either t he Magnet or t he Gem. A supply of s tor ies from ot he r 
1·r.ri ters was essenti al if the papers were not to dis appear entirely. 
Pent el ot<f oss ibl wit h no al te r native ·wrot e l a r number s of t hese 

cont ' d on page 20 ••• 
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CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No. 98 . FOR THE RECORD 

ROGER JENKI NS: Your comment s on th e Frank Ri char ds r ec ord ar e very 
ju s t, but I f eel tha t a l ittle mercy shoul d be al l owed to a.mel ior ate 
the har shn ess of ju st i ce . For exampl e , I pers ona l l y do not obj ect to 
t he extra cts rea d fr om the Greyfr iars st ories : it se ems to me t hat 
wit h a l l the ir def ects the y ar e rede emed by t he ani mat i on of the 
r eader. Again , I do not re gr et t he excl usion of St . J im' s , Rookv1ood, 
and t he res t, much as I admir e the se s chools : it was obvi ous lo ng 
bef ore the Bunt er books came out (and even before t he war ) th a t Gr ey
fr iar s was f i rs t and t he r es t nowhere , and Charles Hami lt on to ld me 
tha t nea r ly all his corr espondence was f r om Gr eyfriars f ans. I f the 
record had t ri ed to cover al l his work, it would mer ely have been 
t anta li si ngl y sc rappy . 

To my min d , it i s a unique t r i but e to our hobby that a l ong
playing rec ord should ever have been made even about one aspec t of 
one wTite r' s work (and i t i s perh aps e1ren more remarkab l e t ha t the 
reco rd, having been made, shoul d ever have been issued , cons i deri ng 
the laps e of tim e). I t bri ngs back vivid memories t o me of t hat un
f orge tt able af te rn oon \·Then I outstayed my ,velcome , ply i ng Charles 
Hamilton with questi ons for hour af ter hour , and I t hi nk th at the mos t 
aut hent ic t ouch of al l was th e sound of mat ches being s t ruck as he 
cons t antl y r e- l i t his pi pe . 

Each one of us coul d have compi led a better reco r d ( or so ·we 
th i nk) but no col le cto r coul d have sec ured the backing of a re cord 
company . That is why I acce pt "Flor ea t Gr eyfr i ars" thankful ly : i t 
is a voic e fr om th e grave , but how cheer y , fr ank , and enter t ai ning i t 
i s ! 

RAY BENNETT: Yes , I agree wi t h nearl y al l t he r ev1e·w, but I l iked 
the School Song in Latino A fi tt ing pre l ude . I thou ght "C.H." was 
excel l ent of cour se , my only cri t i cis m that the boys voi ces ,,,ere too 
obvi ous ly men t rying to speak lik e boys . 

GEORGE SELLARS: Yes I agree wi th you al l t he way about t he L.P. 
r ecord. What matt ered mos t t o a ll of us was t o hear his vo ice . I 
re member when I f i r st played i t how th r il l ed I was. I could pr ac t i 
cally ' f eel ' hi s pr esence as he ·was t al kin g, and how so natura l he 
v1as - his pip e and chuckl es , no1,1 and then. I ,,,as very sur prise d 
th ough hear i ng him say he pref erre d writing a book without pictures . 
I coul d never imagj.ne the Gem and Magnet minus Eictures . Cert ainl y 
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they would not have been so a t t r active and popular wit h no pi ct ures. 

BOB WHITER: I agr ee with a good deal of your cri t icis m of t he re cor d. 
·what ,,re r eal ly needed was about 6 r ecords so tha t ,,re could have dis 
cuss io ns by Frank Richards on his other work. I hearti l y concur wit h 
your opi nion concerning hi s fame . No man li kes t o admit t ha t his 
recen t work is not so good as t hat of ear l i er days . He wrote to me 
once and sa i d t hat Carc r of t was much bett er t han Greyf ri ars. Thi_s 
s t i l l didn I t s t op 11im dr oppi ng Car cr oft as soon as he Vfas able to 
resume wri ting of Greyfriars . 

LARRY MORLEY: I l iked the Frank Richards side of the rec or d , but I 
must cri ti cise the voice of th e reader. Sti l l , al l in al l , it was a 
fine eff or t . 

* * * * * 
IF GREYFRIARS HAD JOINED UP By Cli f f vlebb 

Gl ancing t hrough some of my back numbers of C.D. the other day 1 

I r e- r ead an article which appear ed i n J11;ly, 1960 , ent i tled "JUST 
SUPPOSE. " This article posed t he questi on of ·what the Magnet might 
have been like had i t s run continued af t er 1940 . I t caused me to 
think ivhat a grea t opportun ity for some very fine series was los t when 
the grand old pape r ceased public at ion. 

Al though many of t he great series i n Magnet ,,,ere not dat ed by 
references t o contemporary event s , i t is hardly possible that the 
stirring even t s of World War T'l-10 vTould not have f ound some echo in t he 
pages of t he Magnet. One cannot help wondering how the mast ers and 
boys of Gr eyf ri ars would have fared i n the peri od 1940- 45. 

Onl y Fr ank Ri chards could have give n us t he answer of course , if 
indeed he gave t he matter any though t at al l , but it is pleasant to 
muse on what might have been had t he Magnet not become a casualty . 

I like to think that Fr ank Ri char ds would have li ghtened the 
darkness of those days considerably ,vi th his yarns of Greyf riars a t 
war. A sc ore of poss i ble t i tl es spr ing to mind a t once don' t they ? 
vlha t price a "Greyfr ia rs I nvasion " series; i·ri t h t he boys coping man
fully as a scouting party of Ger mans tr y to take over the school during 
the invasion sca r e? Or a series dealing with _ the of f- duty ac t ivi ti es 
of some of Fishy's r ela tiv es stationed near the scho ol? 

I fancy we can all j roagin e our f avour it e char ac ter s a t war . 
Lascelles , of cour se , 1,1ould have joined th e services - and won a medal! 
I t takes no stretch of the imagina tion t o visu ali se Pro ut as a to .. 1er 
of st rength(?) to the Home Guard , .whJ.l s t in the ~idd l e of the bigges t 
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ai r-rai d ever Coker woul d sti ll l1ave been poin ti ng out to t he Famous 
Five that he had a "short way \,i t h fags ." 

Quelch , wi t h his gimlet eyes would have made a fine ·war den , but 
ho,·r would he have found the time to cont in ue his famous "His tory"? 

On t he debit sid e , I suppose quite a fe w of the basic ingred i ents 
for pre-wa r plo t s woul d have vani shed. Bunter ' s circumfe r ence 1vould 
undoubte dl y have shrunk duri ng t he food shor tage . Pott er and Greene 
would no lon ger have been Coker's pals , f or Aunt Judy ' s hampers vrould 
have bec ome a thin g of t he past . The study spr ead woul d have been 
sus pended for the dur ation, as would Bunt er's r aids on t he cupboard , 
for even the Fat Owl woul d have j i bbed at packe t s of dr ied egg! 

So 1·1e are l eft to wonder , and 11e sha ll never kno1·r novr. I t may 
be that such thou ghts of what might have been are f uti l e - but they 
ar e pleasan t t oo . 

* * * * * 
A HUNDRED NOT OUT ( cont ' d f rom pag e 16) ..• 

Consequently th e Echoes dealt ,vi t h a va.riet y of points. 
Eric als o used the Contro versial to ans,1er oth er critic s , and 

occas i onall y, as when Laurie Sutto n sugges t ed that t he substitute 
st orie s could be identified by t he use of ce rtain unusua l ·words, 
Eric ' s Controversial was pl aced directly after th e article he criti
cised , in t he same number of t he C.D. But 1.-rhate ver method he adopted , 
there has always been a re ady response from Hamiltonians eager t o put 
f orward thei r own views in amicab l e discussi on , 

This month. th e series re aches its hundred th number . It is an 
as tonish ing achieve ment f or a ser i es which ·was originally intended t o 
run for only six months , and which 1,1as ext ended aga in and agai n at the 
request of Herbert Leckenby unti l now i t is an ind i spensable part of 
t he C.D. Of cours e , as Eric himse lf has admit t ed, a se ri es of t his 
na ture could not have been run a t all unless the author whose 1·1ork 
·was under discuss i on 1,1as excepti ona lly gi ft ed . At the same time , ,,e 
might also add t hat a series of this kind could not be run a t all un
less there was a critic i-1ho hi mself 1·1as exceptiona l ly gi f ted in 
arousin g i nteres t with his chall engi ng remark s and lively asse rtions. 

So it is quite in or der to gi ve a hearty round of applause at 
this batsman ' s fir st cent ury , and to express th e hope th at his innings 
,rill continue fo r many year s to come. 

* * * * * 
No. 100 : THE LAST OF THE BLUES ( con~ ' ct f rom page 16) • . • 
s torie s himse lf. 
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Pentelow t as a wri t er under his ovm pen- names t undoubt edl y had a 
substan ti al fo l lov1ing. His ovm sc hools t in th eir day t had been an 
es t abl i shed success . He f ai l ed with the Gem and Magnet, not because 
of ·any blatan t l ack of quality in his stori es , but because his sty l e 
and Charl es Hamjlton 's were as unli ke as chalk and che ese. And the 
impac t was grea ter on the Gem simply because the Gemt for so many 
years , had been vast ly supe r i or to anything else on the market . The 
loy a l suppor t for the Gem gradua ll y drained away. The Magnet , which 
had been more of a "gl ory hole , " rode out the storm , and eventua l ly 
rose to rep l ace the Gem as Charl es Hami lt on ' s pet. 

Finally t jus t a glan ce a t the two stor ies - one which marked the 
end of t he blu e cover era - and the sequel t .. 1hi ch brough t i n the 1·1hi te 
cover year s . 

These t v10 tale s - one each sid e of t he di vi di ng l i ne - rnade a 
fine long st ory 1vhich must r ank among t he rea l mas te r pie ces f ro m th e 
Hami l t on pen . Person al ly , I doubt whethe r he ev er did anyth i ng 
bet ter of i t s type . This st ory of Val enti ne Outram t the s on of one 
of Eng l and's proudest and most honourabl e famil i es, who was a l so 
Geor ge Purkiss , who had se rved a t erm in Hi l ls t all Cri minal Ref or mat ory t 
was the perfec t sch ool tale , wi th i t s superb charac t erisa t ion and t hose 
gl impses of pa tho s wi thout mawkish sen tim ent al ity ,;,1hi ch ar e the ha l l 
mar k of l i t er ary gen ius. This story of a s choolboy' s s t range sec r et , 
li ke "Bought Honours" of a fe1·1 years earl i er t pr oved Arthu r Augus tu s 
D'Arcy to be one of th e f in es t pieces of sch oolb oy cha r acte r isa tio n of 
all ti me. 

I t i s a curiou s thin g t hat t hi s was one of the th emes which 
Hami lton never re ally re pea t ed . Compared with many othe r tale s of 
far infe rior quali tyt i t enj oyed but li tt le repri nti ng. I cannot 
rec al l whe ther i t was ever tran sfer red to t he Popul a r , t hough it seems 
likely th a t it 1,1as. I t v,ast unf ortun a t ely t repri nt ed in tl1e la ter 
Gem at a ti me 1,1hen t he main school s to r i es were suffe ri ng fr om ab surd 
and drast i c prun ing . Sad ly, and oddl y enough t i t never fea t ured i n 
the School boys' Own Libr ary, t hough one 1voul d have t hought it ideal 
for the pur pose . I f any publishe r t in modern tim es , has t he i dea of 
r eissu ing a St . Jim' s story , he could not do better t han select th i s 
one . I t coul d hardly f a i l . 

Vale ntine Outr am was r ei ntro duced bri ef l y t o the Gem in a Chr i s t
mas t ale , s ome 18 mont hs later . I t 1vas not out s tandi ngl y suc ce ss fu l. 
As Roger Jenk i ns once comment ed s o tru t hfully t a char ac t er who has a 
part to pl ay i n one se r ies may ·well fa i l to ring the be l l if he is 
brou ght back on the scen e in la te r days and anothe r se ttin g . -- --- - -
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Nelson LeeColumn 
(CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD) 

THE CURTAI N FALIS _By Will i am Lister 

Alt hough I had been a reader of th e Nels on Lee l i brary for many 
years , I could not rec all the clo sing t a l es , yet I can clearly remem
ber t he day the newsagent told me it did not exi s t any more and I had 
the fee li ng I had lost an ol d fri end . 

Of cour se , i t woul d not occur to me th en, th a t over 32 years 
af ter (t hrough t he ki ndness of Bob Blyt he of the N.L. Libr ary secti on) 
I would be ab le t o re - read th e cl osin g tale s , to be found , I was to ld , 
in the mi ddl e of the short 3rd 1'Tev1 Ser ies and at t he end of t he 2nd 
New Series. The rest were re print s . 

Havin g read le t ters and vario us views on the reas on for t he cl ose 
of our paper, a r e- re adi ng of these ta l es convinced me once and fo r 
all , that it ·was not Ed,zy S. Br ooks who had run out of i deas or l ost 
the pov1er to ,\rri t e a g:rippin g story. 

The end of the 2nd N.S. produced "The Castle of Fear " and from 
the word Go! the thr i lls come as fast and as furious as in th e l a t es t 
James Bond thr i ller ( 1·ri t hout the squalid, seamy sex li f e of 007) . The 
se tt in g of a siniste r old Spanish Castle , bristling w·i th dea t h traps , 
to catch the unwary spy , provides a f oundation on which to bui l d th e 
meeting s of a secre t Bro therh ood plus massed crime , including daring 
bank raids , that seemed f ar - fetched in those days but are commonpl ace 
today . (Surely , ,;.1e have here the forerunner of "Goldfinger " and hi s 
fell o·w cro oks in t he latest 007 film . ) I suggest you read both t al es 
sid e by s i de. 

Wal do, Nels on Lee, Handfor th & Co., Nipper and many of the Remove 
boys of St. Fr ank ' s School plunge up to their necks in t hrills and 
danger . 11\vald o, t he Gangbust er" br ings to a c l ose this gripping 
ser ies, in v1hich the crooks are smashed onl y after Waldo himself 
nar ro wl y escapes death as he fi nds the spikes of the I r on Maiden 
clo sin g in on hi m. 

And now I turn t o the very last ta l es of our bel oved sch ool , (I 
refe r of course t o those by E. S. Brooks and am not for get ti ng t ha t 
our friend James Cook keeps St . Fr ank ' s open for us wit h t he St . 
Frank ' s l ett er s and especia l ly 1r1i t h th e one on the Chinese and 
Japane se char ac t ers of St. Frank ' s which I enj oyed so much) . 
. These t ales of the 3r d N.S. numbers 157 to 167, ar e in trod uced t o 
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us by a colour ed cover depict in g a gang of bl ack - hooded figures 
surroundi ng the bed of a suddenly awakened and much s t art led Nelso n 
Lee , vtl th the tit l e, "The Fellows hip of Fear , " and you can t ake it 
from th ere. Is t here a fa ding out of i deas , of plot? Indeed not! 
Jus t peep at t he cover and the tit le "St . Fr ank ' s in Peril." Here 
we have Nel son Lee cutting himself f r ee fro m a sack whi le hur t ling 
th rou gh t he air on an overhe ad cable. A car cr ash in g in to a motor 
bike \·rhil e the occupant s ar e sca tt ered ac ro ss the r oad illust r a~es 
"The Fi ghting Six ." A tense moment as vre see the St . Frank 's boys 
l eaving school , and hidden in the surrounding tree s t he hooded fi gur es 
have machine - guns tr ai ned on the sch ool entr ance. Novi "Cast l e of 
Doom" and as our f ri ends appro ach th e gate s vie see two hoivli ng ·wolves 
leap i ng and snapp i ng a t th em from behind t he bars . 

And so the l ast oversea s j ourney for St. Fr ank ' s. BAVARIA - and 
as the s tor y clo ses we have the last day a t St . Frank ' s - a day of 
rejoicing , of vi ctory, of tri umph, as t hey retur n home - I quot e t he 
la st wor ds of t his last story , "The St. Fr ank I s f ell o11s went back i n 
tri umph , to be give n a grea t i•relcome at t he Old School , Nipper, for 
the time bei ng, a t l east , kept his old pl ace as capt ain of t he Remove , 
"rhil e Nels on Lee occupied himsel f vli th the formal rounding up of the 
'Fell owship of Fear' • " 

And so the curt ain fa l ls - St. Fr ank ' s i s dea d! Long l ive St . 
Frank's. 

* * * * * 
"I S THE MYSTERY REALLY SOLVED?" 

By C.H. Churchi l l 

Here are some. f urt her thou ghts on the myste ry of t he cove r of 
N.L . No. 243, f ir st menti oned in November C.D. by Reuben Godsave , 
enlarged upon by mysel f in December C.D. and car ried furt her by 
W. 0 . G. Lof ts in January las t . 

Bi ll s t ated tha t "acc ordi ng t o his i nf ormatio n" th e chang es of 
cover and t itl e were at the expre ss or ders of t he control li ng edi to r , 
when, he says , th i s editor was passing t he proof s. If this was s o, 
it appears r athe r s t range that t he editor only saw the proof s af t er 
the blocks for the cover· had been made. Surely he would have passed 
the i llustr ati on before havi ng bl ocks made. Evet1 i n t hose days 
bl ocks cost quite a f a ir amount to make and t hi s money would have 
been was te d. 

Another thin g - ·why the rush? Bi ll Lof t s agrees t hat this ,,.ras 
a "has ti ly substitu t ed cover." Surel y t hese books went to pres s 



Page 24 

something l ike six ,,,eeks before . publication , at leas t so we have been 
told , so I do not see w·hy there ·was insuf fi ci ent time to get a fresh 
cover dra1rm and block s made . Would th e edi t or have di sorganised th e 
whole i ssue by such a last minut e dec i si on? Espec ially , as in my 
opin io n , he must have passed the ori gi nal cover pi ctur e before th e 
blocks were made . 

Bill Lofts does not consider the new cover too bad, but on com
pari son with othe r s for that per i od of t he N.L. I find it far infe rio r 
to the rest . Quite a different sty l e , in fa ct. He says Arthur 
Jones did it , with hi s f amiliar and uniqu e s tyle of "spidery dravtings 
and shaded backgr ounds. " I have fai l ed t o fin d any of this type i n 
the covers of that period. The desc ription can be appl ied t o the 
inside i ll us t ra ti ons ·wit hout argument but not to th e covers . 

Unexp l a ined, al so , i s the advertisem ent i n the Boys Realm of the 
same week of i ssue . If the N.L. cover or ti tle were cancel l ed a t the 
last minute , ·why did onl y hal f the original cover pictu re appear i n 
the Realm that week and why no wor di ng at al l ? 

Both Messrs. Godsave and Loft s mention tha t th e ti tl e of Chapter 
six i s missing . Maybe t hi s 1·1as a printers omission but if one 
exami nes a copy of No. 243 one will find that all story tit les are 
miss i ng from the tops of t he right hand pages excep t on Pages 11, 31 
and 3 of cover. 

I t seems strange to me, all these peculiar iti es about one number 
onl y of t he N.L. and I do not t hink they can all be explained by th e 
edi tor making a last minute decision to alter the cover and t itl e , 
He may have done this , of cour se , but even if s o, I think t hat othe r 
odd things happened that week. 

Refer r ing again to t he change of tit l e, Bill , in hi s arti cle , 
says "i t is v1orth recording t hat the major it y of E.S.B ' s own t itles 
were al t ered by th e editor . " Turning to his ot her ar tic l e "They 
changed the Title" on page four in Jan uary C.D. he says on E.S. Br ooks 
- "he did not cc;1re how they al t ered his tit les t hough a l so surpri si ng
l y very fe1v v,rere al tered in the St . Fr ank ' s field ." Perhaps Bi ll 
wi ll gi ve us anothe r artic l e ,,1hen he can, expla i ning t his apparent 
contrad ic tion . 

FOR EXCHANGE~ - 7 -Wizar ds - ( 1928), - 2 - Wiz;rds - (1938), - 8- vliz;rds - (1939) ; -
Bound Volume Hotsp urs (1943- 1944 (37 issues)) ; Bound Volume Rover s -
1940- 1942 (30 issu es)) ; Champion Annuals 1947 and 1950 ; Monster Lib 
No. 2 ; Gems Nos . 430,843 , 999, 1004, 1041, 1042, 1060 , 1070,1082 , 1340 . 
vi ANTED: Dixon Hawke Libs. 

~~~~~~~~~ W~c~MAH~Q~N±t===o5~4~H~O~Z~IER~~-QR~E~S~·~·~T~ANN~O~C~H~SI~D~E~·~~ ~ -



Page 25 

News of the Clubs 
MIDLAND 

~eeting held April 26th , 1966 
There was a full programme and a very l ively meeting when we met 

at the Arden Hotel for what may possibly be our last gathering there. 
A financial statement from Norman Gregory, our treasurer, made it 

quite clear that the present very high rent for our room at the Arden 
made it imperative to move to a cheaper room. There was welcome news 
that this should cause little difficulty and I can no11 say , in the 
l ight of la .ter information, that we shall be meeting at The Birmingham 
Theat re Centre for our next meeting, which is the A.G.M. 

The two col lectors items were No. 1158 of the Magnet published 
on 26th April , 1930 "The Missing Moonstone, " and The Sexton Blake 
Catalogue, an unusual choice for this item . 

The acting secretary rea d a story from the 1935 Holiday Annual. 
The raf fle w·as dra,m by our two lady members Win Brown and Win 

Patridge and both had the impudence to draw their ovm ticket numbers. 
This caused much amusement and naturally cries of "Fiddle". But of 
course it 11as genuine enough - just coincidence . 

members, Ian 
it and succeeded 
like a filing 

A quiz of eight questions by one of our youngest 
Parish followed. Ian had put a lo t of thinking into 
in f l ooring us except for Tom Porter ·who has a memory 
cabinet and got six correct out of eight. 

A talk , the second in our series "My Col l ection , " 1-1as given by 
Norman Gregory. Norman as 1,;e knov1 is not a devotee of Charles 
Hamilton al though he has read many of his sto r ies . His aim he said 
v1as to build up a li brary which really deserved t he title of "Old 
Boys' Books. " The details he gave us of his books raised the questio n 
of where such a vast number of books could be sto r ed within the con
fines of an ordinary house. 

His col le ction covered works dating from Victorian times to the 
present day . 

An interesti ng evening was rounded off by a game of 20 Questions . 
Gerald Price succeeded in 15 questions i n arr ivi ng at the solution 

· which was 'Bertie Vernon.' 
The date arranged for our next meeting is May 31st , but in view 

of changed circumstances this may have to be altered , but of course , 
our members will be notified of this. J . F . BELLFIELD 

Correspondent. 
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LONDON 

Nearly for ty members a t te nded the May meetin g at t he home of Mr. 
and Mr s . Br ian Doyle . 

After the minut es had been read , the chairman deal t with the 
corr espon dence and s t a t ed he had r ecei ved a nice lett er from Mrs. 
Brooks , Cwi dovJ of the l a te E.S. B. ). 

Don Webster , as ac t in g t re asure r, gave t he balance in hand as 
£21 . 10. 9 . This was foll ovJed by satis f actory l i br ary reports - in 
fac t Bob Blythe was pl eased t o sta te he had r ecorded his best ' t aki ngs' 
so fa r. 

A discuss io n ensued r e t he venue for th e August meet i ng. The 
Y.M.C. A. (Grea t Russell St reet ) had submitte d (luot at ions and it '\lras 
decid ed to try to secur e "The Oak Room" at a charge of £3. 3. O. 
This ·would hol d about fo r ty members. 

After t ea we t ackl ed a quiz on "Famous Sayings" (Hamilt on) sent 
to us from the Northern Sec t io n . This pro ved a re al ' s ti nker' and 
the vrinner was Don Webste r 1-1i t h Laur i e Sutton as runne r- up. 

Brian Doyle r endered a reading f r om the C.D. Annual 1950 - a 
fantasy on "What might have been." 

We had a quiz from N. T. Wright and a fu rt her quiz from Bob 
Acraman. 

The chairman i-relcomed two nevr members - J ohn Hovs and Andr e1-1 
Barnes fr om Tott enham, and a ·wel come vi sito r was Bert Hamble tt fr om 
the Liverpool cl ub . 

Next month we visit 
as guests of Eri c Fayne . 
lalo1v in good t ime . The 

Eastw ood (I mean Excelsio r ) House a t Surbiton 
Will all members 1-sho are attending l et him 

dat e is Sunday , June 19t h. 
D.B. W. 

-------
MERSEYSIDE 

~e ti ng hel d Sunday , Il'Jay 8th, 
The atte ndance at this meeting vias bet ter t han fo r th e April 

meet ing which was held on Eas t er Sunday . 
After th e pr eliminaries of correspondence and t he s t ate of the 

' kitty' 1ve got dovm to a rather prolonged discussi on on future pr o
grammes. All sort s of ideas were put forward, and it was dec i ded to 
dratr up a programme of items for each mont h in advance. Everybody 
will be making some contribution . Ther e is no re ason , therefore , why 
f utuTe meetings should not be successful . 

We also discussed the gro1,ring pr oblem of our membership. Our 
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numbers , unfortu na t e ly, are dwindl ing . I ·woul d th er e for e l i ke to t ak e 
t hi s opport uni ty of i nvi ti ng any r eader of t he s e no t e s, who l i ves 
with i n r eas onabl e t r ave l l i ng di s tance of 33 Sef ton Rd . , Li t he r land , 
Li verpo ol 21, t o at t en d our meetin gs . I am on the te l eph one a t home 
a t Wate rloo 7546 sh ou ld an yon e wis h t o t e l ephone me about t he clu b. 

The next meet in g will be he l d on Sunday , Jun e 12t h . 

-------
NORTHERN 

Meeting hel d Satu rd ay, 14t h May, 131i§ 
Afte r a fi ve 1,1ee k in t e rv a l ·we were pleased t o s ee eighteen members 

thronging in to t h e Club r oom. Li br ary business over , Chairman 
Geoffrey Wil de 1:7e lc omed al l, 1·1i th s pec ial ment i on of Cyr i l and Gertru de 
Banks , wi t h daughter , Chris ti ne , happi l y amongs t us again . The forma l 
busin ess ",as soon over , and we l i sten ed to ne1·1s fr om Gerry Allison ' s 
pos t bag , including word fr om Davi d Lancake , Henry vlebb , Cl iff Archer , 
and Tom Hopperton. · vle wer e sorry to hea r that Tom was in ho spi t al 
and hope t hat his hea l th will be rest ored. 

The progr ammes f or the Summer meetin gs 1-1ere next dra1·m up. The 
t heme ·wil l be 11My Col l ec tio n , 11 wit h f our member s l eadi ng ea ch meet ing, 
wi t h tal ks , quizzes, games and re ad i ngs . Twelve vol unteers were 
quickly found , and we l ook f orward t o so me varied and lively ev enings. 

The first ite m on the progra mme was a quiz sent to Gerry by Cliff 
11.febb enti t led 11Remarks in Common." (Example gi ve11 was, 11Which 
Hamil to n character might say the same as a man addressin~ the Roya l 
Socie t y? " Ans,,1er: Billy Bunte r - "I ·say you fellows! " ) Exc lam a-
tion s of "Oh , of course" wer e heard ,-1hen th e ans ,,1ers wer e giv en to 
ques t i ons ·which b.ad baffled the majority. Geoffre y \<Ti lde and Bill 
Will iams on were joint •ilinne r s .,,tl th :Molli e All i s on t h i rd. 

Elsie Taylor then gave us a searc hi ng quiz in whi ch we had to 
supp l y t he re a l names of many charac t er s who arrived unde r an alias. 
Els i e r eads widely and deep l y and the r e .,,,ere a fe w b lank l ooks, bu t 
Ger ry Allison came out f ir st, close ly f ol l ov1ed by Ron Hodgs on wi th 
Jac k Wood t hird. El si e f oll owed up wi th a 1vor d bu ilding game f ro m 
t he word "Greyf r ia r s , 11 .,,,hich j us t conc l ude d as th e t eap ot arr iv ed . 

After th e i nterval a reading was give n by Ja ck Al lis on fr om "The 
Fifth Form a t St. Domin ics . 11 It w·as th e inc ompar able desc rip t ion of 
the co ncert gi ven by th e Fou rt h Jun i or Dramat ic and Musica l Soc i e ty. 
Jac k di d i t justice , an d th e antics of t he Fourt h J uni or dr e1·r gus t s of 
l aug ht e r fro m us. Th.e meet i ng wound up .,,,i t h a sp ont ane ous di scu ss ion 
compar i ng the styles of Fr ank Ri ch ar ds and Tal bo t Bai nes Reed un t il 
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9.20 p.m. 
Next meeting - Saturday , June 11th. M. L. ALLI SON 

Hon . Sec . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
RE V IE i'/ 

"SORCERERS OF SET'' Martin Thomas . (3/ 6) 

A v1oman' s body is found i n an hote l room - a fresh ly cut pink 
rose lie s on t he knife wounds in her chest. 

Bl ood sacrifices, and ghastly rites perf ormed i n opulen t 
Egyptia n sur r oundings. 

A body th at crumbles away befor e an autopsy can be made. 
These are a few of the horr if yin g event s t hat take place when 

Set , Ancient Egyptian god of Evil , re aches out across three thousand 
years and lays his hand heavily on present day London. 

A case tha t at face val ue appears to be an ordinary crime of 
passion with bizarre asp ects, tur ns unexpectedly into a fight agains t 

• 
the forces of Evi l , a fight in which Tinker is brough t t o th e brink 
of dea th, and Blake's very reason is put to the t est. 

A meeti ng with aa mysteri ous \·roman, on the embankment within the 
shadow of Cleopatra's Needle 1 with a mist moving in from the river , is 
one of the many scene~ which make t his story, al t hough set in present 

• 
day London, strong l y reminiscen t of many of the s tori es of Sax Rehmer. 

In t his qui t e superb ly thrilling novel of t he occult, the author 
succeeds in underlining the deep f ee li ng, and fri endship that exi s t s 
between Blakey Tinker '.and Cout t s ; succeeds where , in my opinion , most 
of toda y 1 s aut hor s fai l . 

We all have our fav ourit e Bl ake aut hors, but Mart i n Thomas has 
t aken such gian t ste ps f orwar d since his Flee t way days, t hat he must 
surel y rank wit h the best f r om any period . 

Ray Norto n 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FOR SALE: Holi day Annuals fo r 1925, 1926, 1926, 1927. £2 each pl us 
post ageo Let t er f i rst t o Box C.R. c/ o Collec to r s' Digest . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
WANTED: SE.XTON BLAKE ANNUALS. 

LYNSKEY, 11 DUNLOE AVENUE, TOTTENHAM, LONDON N. 17. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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(Interesting items from the 
Edit or' s letter - bag) 

W. H. WHITER (Wood Green) : Sixty years ago , at the age of 17, I pur
chased a cricket bat , and used i t every seas on up to two years ago . 
I then presented it t o the makers (Lil l ywhite) who complimented me on 
its conditi on. They pl aced it in their museum among exhi bit s re lat ing 
to th e immort als of the cricke t world. On several occasions my s ons , 
Ben, Bob, and Douglas played ,vi th it too. 
TOM SATCHELL (Plumstead): In th e early Red Magnet Bil ly Bunte r is 
depi cted as a thin , weedy yout h . Hovl did Fra:n.k Richa rds make a mis
take in the l at er Magnets , or did Bunter bec ome fa t very suddenly? 
The Magnet I have i n mind actua l ly descri bed him as "weedy." 
STANLEY A. PACHON (U.S.A.): I am not very keen on the idea of re
printing old articles , but I am 1vhol eheartedly with Mr. Webb th at 
some ar t icles on the paper s and au thors of Victorian times would be 
most welcome. These would gi ve the Digest a more balanced content. 

I great l y enjoyed Danny in the January i ss ue , and hi s lis t of 
contributio ns to the Boys' Fri end was fascin ating. I never knew 
before tha t G. A. Henty wrote fo r tha t paper. Could anybody giv e me 
the t i t l es of the sto rie s wit h their dates? 
BILL LOFTS (London) : I recently had a lunch date 1'1i th the son of th e 
popul ar a rti st Leonard Shie ld s, who told me many new facts about hi s 
f a ther. I hope to write thi s up for the Digest shor tl y. 
M. HALL (Penryn) : Last month t he edit or of Rove r & Wizard wr ote me 
as fol lows : "I am ple as ed to l earn tha t you s til l enjoy the stories 
appearin g i n Rover & Wia r d. I have numerous r equests to br ing bac k 

• the ol d favouri t es - and you, as an ol d reader , will see th at from 
time to t i me~ thi s i s in fact done. I sha ll ce r t ai nl y give every 
considera t ion to your suggesti ons about Dixon Hawke, I hope you con
tinu e l ong t o enj oy our magazine ." 

I t hink tha t was a ver y nice l ette r . 

BERT HOI.J.1ES (Bar row) : I am against th e r eprinting of ol d artic les. 
I thi nk i t would be a good idea to ca ll the Lee Col umn "Brooksiana" -
after all , Broo ks made t he Nel son Lee. I think Sexton Blake gets 
rathe r too much space , t hough lots 1-rould n' t agree with me, of course. 
I l i ke Danny . Very refreshin g , brings out the ol d nos t al gi a. I l i ke 
Slade. There' s not enough of i t . I would l ove to see a "Memory Lane" 
cor ner in C.D. 
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MARTI N THOMAS (London) : Fro m printers 1 errors preserv e us! Like mos t 
autho r s , I have suf'fered the mutilati ons of i nept composit ors. Fr om 
having a parag r aph of caref ul reasoning ru in ed by the omis sio n of en
t ire l i nes - to hav i ng my origi na l ' par anormal ' printed as ' panorama. ' 
But I wonder h ow many rea ders wi ll notice the gem of mis- trans position 
on Page 11 of SORCERERS OF SET? 

My or igi nal script read : ' Looking bl earily up at t he wi fe of hi s 
skeleta l bos om, he sai d • • • ' But in pr in t it appears as : 'Looking 
blearily up a t t he skel et al bosom of his wife •.• ' ! 

Appare nt ly the person who t rans pose d the wor ds had never heard 
the phra se I t he wi fe of hi s bosom 1 

- or could n't reco gnise it i.·rhen the 
adje ctive tske l e t al ' ·was int r oduced. It was th e husband ,.,ho v1as th i n , 
his bosom which was skele t al, but i n six par agraphs the composi tor 
reduced t he wife's 'well- uphols t er ed' f i gur e to skeletal conditi on -
and so made th e au t hor appear to be cont r adic t i ng hi mself in one page . 
I fee l sure t ha t transposer of wor ds has never hear d another popula r 
expre ssi on : 1Let wel l al one !' 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

THE I BRITON 1 S OvlN' LIEF.ARY b;y Roy Parsons 

In Herbert Leckenby' s art i cle 1 Ji, Look a t the "Li br ar ies "' in t he 
1948 C .D. Annual the fo llo 1vi ng passage appear s. The subjec t is t he 
Aldine "Boy's Own Li brary . " 

"Though thi s lib rary seems to have been f airly success fu l a t 
first , it coul d not compet e with the "Boy's Friend. " By the time 
the First Great War broke out , some 93 numbers .had appea red. Its 
title ·was then changed t o "The Bri ton ' s Own Library" but in this f orm 
it had a very shor t life. " 

In the table at th e end of the article "The Briton's Own Libr ar y" 
i s lis te d as havi ng a run of 12 numbers from 1914 to 1915 but with no 
specific dates gi ven . 

Among t he "fr inge items " of my ovm collection is one rather 
bat t ered copy of a "Bri t on' s Own Libr ary . " During it s 50 years of 
life i t has l ost i t s cover s , f i r st f our pages and par t of its l ast 
page. Nevert hel ess i t does give some informat ion about t he Libr ary 
which may be of some i nt erest. First t her e ·were a t least 14 copi es 
in t he Lib r ary , not 12 as given above . The one I have i s number 13. 
The t itles i n the series as far as can be determined fro m t he last 
page ,,1ere : -
1. On t o Ber lin! 
2. Spie s in Khaki 
3. The Zeppelin's Rival 

4. Dick Tal bot 1 s Triumph 
5 • The Army of Hat e 
6. The Denham School Detec t ive 

( con t ' d on page 32) • • • 
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1967 
·' 

. . '· r. 

A FEAST OF FUN FOR EVERYONE 

Here is the first Holiday Annual for 27 years. 
It will be on sale everywhere in September 
1966. We publish this picture of the cover 
through tr _e kind courtesy of Mr. George Beal 
of Odham's Press. 
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THE 'BRITON'S OWN' LIBRARr ( cont• d from page 30) ••• 

7. A Flight for Fortune 
8. Who's for the King? 
9, The Secret ...... . 

10. The Bully ...... . 

11. Dick Talbot •••...• 
12. The Yellow Shadow 
13. Larks at Wyeminster 
14, For Outlaw, or King? 

No author's names were given . Number 14 of the library was due to 
appear on 27 October 1915 wtich, if the books were issued once a month 
suggested tha .t the run of the library was from September 1914 to 
October 1915, (Number 14 was published , incidenta1ly ; I know a 
collector who has a copy . ) 

In his ar t i cle Herbert Lecke11by suggested that many of the 
stories in "The Boys ' Own Library" were reprints. 'La rks at Wye-
mins ter' could be one such. rep r int . There are several references to 
previous stories about the school which, from the titles given , do not 
appear to be printed in the previous issues of the Library. There 
are two German characters in the story, neither of which is a spy, 
although one is a crook . 

'Larks at Wyeminster' seems a fairly typical and quite re adable 
school story of the period. The li ght-hearted japing suggested by 
title forms, in fac t, on1y the first part of the story . The second 
part is more dramatic with a plot of murder, attempted murder and 
forgery. The heroes of the tale are Cuthbert Kettle and his comrades 
Snope, Wiggins and Cosher of the Lower Fifth in the School House. 
Their rivals in the school are Jarman and Co. of Benson's House. 
Their rivals are Marmaduke Pye and Co. of Rye House Grammar School. 
For about 60 pages they rag each other and the masters until Mr. 
Duncan Ross "the well-known Scotland Yard detective" appears on the 
scene. After that the plot thickens and crimes are more evident than 
larks. All quite amusing though. 

This is all the information that I can glean from my one battered 
copy. Two points interest me:-

1. Who wrote the story? 
2. What happened on pages 1 to 4: 

Can anyone help? 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FOR SALE: Chatterbox 1912, 7/6; 
Golden Annual for Girls 1925, 4/-; 

packing extra. 

Li t tle Folks 1910 , 1911, 6/ 6 each; 
Sunshine 1898, 4/-. Postage and 

S.a.e. first to:- Box 'Z' ····-- - ~ollectors' ~jg~st_Qffi_c~. 
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